AT SIMLAH

was constantly thinking out graceful, kindly little attentions
to those brought in contact with the Viceroy and Govern-
ment House, and these being paid in the name of the
Viceroy added to His Excellency's popularity, and oiled
the wheels of the official machinery. For these kindnesses
I came in for my full share in my time, and during my
whole service I was under great obligations to my generous
friend, who, whether at Government House or the India
Office, was always ready to listen to my requirements* and
to help as far as it was in his power to do, Alas! I have
had quite recently to regret his death, and also that of
several other of my contemporaries, who, like myself, have
reached the limit mentioned by the Psalmist.

At Simlah my wife and I found a delightful house* not
too huge, placed at our disposal by Sir Henry Sumner
Maine, who was a great friend of Sir Henry Durand and
also of my wife. The views on all sides were glorious.
The climate, after the hot weather in Central India and
on the coast, was most invigorating. My wife's family
and our many friends were assembled round the Govern-
ment, so that we had all that a young married-couple in
India could wish for. Lord Mayo showed me the greatest
kindness and confidence, and made all my official work
most pleasant. And, in those days, I had no lack of en-
couragement from other quarters, as the Chambers of Com-
merce in Bombay and at home were quite satisfied with
all that was being done to meet the many demands of the
trade. Then, and afterwards, 1 was allowed to place per-
sonally before Lord Mayo questions that required special
attention. And it was his practice whilst I was at Simlah
to send for me and desire me to obtain information on,
or to explain, certain points which presented themselves*
I was nominally the Cotton Commissioner under the local
Administrations of the Central Provinces and the Berars,
and my doing business with the Viceroy direct was against
all' precedent* and. placed me in a somewhat difficult
position with the heads of the local governments under